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ON, ON, ON...
FOR THE GLORY
OF THE GAME.

Dear Rugby Supporters,

Youth rugby in Canada has been enjoying some growth and success through 

the effort of many dedicated volunteers. The Canadian Rugby Foundation sees 

the need for increased funding in order for support and enhancement of existing 

programs and creation of new opportunities for young rugby players. We hope that 

by providing grant funding directly to those organisations that are investing in our 

youth rugby community that we will be able to assist their efforts.

We wish through endowed funds to provide sustainable and increasing grants to 

clubs across the country. Though our current financial resources are nowhere near 

sufficient to meet the need we are confident that with your support and other 

like-minded donors we will in time be able to significantly help increase the pool of 

talented young rugby players across Canada. 

Yours sincerely,

Mike Holmes  Chair

Mike Holmes

Aaron Abrams  Secretary

Blake Lewis

Collette McAuley

Don Whidden

Jim Kellet

John Woodward

Kyle Nichols

Mark Wyatt  Vice President

Michael Bull

Pat Aldous

Patrick Parfrey

Randy Heward

Rick Bourne

The board of directors of the Canadian Rugby Foundation



TEARS & SWEAT
FOR THE GLORY

OF THE GAME.

Bridge the gap

The Canadian Rugby Foundation (CRF) recognizes 

the important role clubs play in developing 

the rugby stars of tomorrow and fuelling the 

fire of grassroots rugby which sustains our 

high performance programs and increases 

membership in rugby across the country.  

However, clubs face barriers when developing 

their youth programs and the CRF would like to 

support those clubs that have taken the extra 

effort to “Bridge the Gap”. 

Committed to ensuring youth rugby programs 

flourish and clubs are supported in their 

development endeavours, the CRF is awarding a 

grant up to $6,000 to clubs that implement local 

or regional projects and or events that diminish 

barriers and make rugby more accessible to 

youth. This amount is subject to reduction based 

on number of successful applicants. The CRF loves 

rugby and we want to see more Canadian youth 

choosing rugby as their #1 sport and reaping the 

benefits and embracing the positive core values 

of this great team sport.  

The Canadian Rugby Foundation will provide a 

grant under this program to clubs that meet the 

following criteria: 

The club must be doing at least one of the 

following: 

• Organizing a youth rugby event for U6, U8,

  U10, U12, U14 athletes 

  ie. tour, local jamboree, tournament

• Establishing and implementing a strategic plan  

  for a youth rugby project

  ie. academy, summer camps

Clubs must have already put thought, time effort 

and finances into their youth rugby programs 

only use funds for youth rugby programs

The Canadian Rugby Foundation would like to 

support clubs involved with helping expand 

the game of rugby to inner cities, First Nations 

communities, and remote locations. 

Eligible Clubs will:
• Be registered with their provincial union and    

  Rugby Canada (in good standing)

• Have a  youth rugby program (U6, U8, U10,

  U12, U14)

Guidelines
1. Complete Application Questionnaire 

2. Unsuccessful applicants may reapply in a  

 subsequent year.

3. Successful recipients may reapply in a   

 subsequent year for continuing assistance at a  

 lower level.

4. An electronic photograph of youth program  

 must be e-mailed to foundation@phre.ca

5. The award recipient must agree to have the  

 program photograph publicized.  The club  

 must be prepared to promote the bursary as  

 requested.

Application Questionnaire 
To apply today go online at: 

www.canadianrugbyfoundation.ca/bridgethegap

Application Deadline: April 30, 2014

ensuring youth rugby 
programs flourish and 
clubs are supported

OR

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS

The Canadian Rugby Foundation is unique in that the direction of the Foundation is decided by those 

who have contributed the funds. We believe this leads to accountability and prudence in the use of 

funds. The following individuals and corporations are the contributing members of the Foundations as 

of January 1, 2013

Gren Thomas

Judy Hager on behalf of Bob Hager

Gerald McGavin

Bruce McFarlane

George Jones, Q.C.

Pat Parfrey

Charlton L. Smith Foundation

Vern Fauth

Pat Aldous

Woody MacLaren

British Pacific Properties

John Woodward

Kelowna Flightcraft

Eric Savics

Jim MacKenzie

Gudewill Brother’s

Peter Bull

Rick Bourne

Michael Holmes

Michael Bull

James McKenzie



HISTORY

A group of philanthropic rugby supporters had a 

passionate dream and saw the need to establish 

a Foundation for the game of rugby in Canada. 

Among these supporters, who showed great 

vision, were Glen Thomas, George Jones, Mark 

Wyatt and Mike Holmes, whose contributions, 

in the early days, were vital to the development 

of the Foundation. The crucial step in the 

Foundation’s history came through Gren Thomas, 

a long time supporter of Canadian rugby, who 

recognized the need for a long term vision 

and agreed to provide a founding pledge of 

$1,000,000.00. Also of note were the Foundation’s 

first contributing members, Bruce McFarlane and 

Bob Hager and early support from Dr. Parfrey.

The first President of the Foundation was Mike 

Holmes. The Foundation made a significant leap 

of faith when with limited funds former National 

Team player Aaron Abrams was hired as executive 

director and under Aaron the Foundation put in 

place the procedures and policies that enabled 

significant growth over the next few years. After 

Aaron chose to move onto to a different field and 

under President Pat Aldous, then recently retired, 

the Foundation continued to prosper. Matthuw 

Ronald Jones was hired as executive director and 

helped establish some of the more significant 

scholarships and funds within the Foundation. 

In 2011 the decision was made to return to a 

volunteer run organization with the goal of 

keeping administration costs to a minimum.

CANADIAN RUGBY FOUNDATION: 
A PROUD HISTORY AND A 
PROMISING FUTURE.

When Mr. Grenville Thomas committed to being 

the lead backer of the Foundation, he provided 

the initial gift to the Foundation, and established 

a lasting legacy being built upon by past, current 

and future donors.  It will be used to extend 

programs and specialized services in support of 

the sport of rugby in Canada through financial 

support to qualified recipients. 

The Foundation is an effective mechanism to 

solicit provincial and local capital donations that 

will generate income to support the growth of 

rugby in Canada outside the normal operating 

budget and requirements of Rugby Canada and 

other rugby organizations. The Foundation allows 

visionary members of the rugby community 

who do not necessarily want to be involved in 

day-to-day decision-making to participate in the 

broader vision of a charitable organization set up 

specifically for rugby in Canada. This campaign 

is a chance for all rugby supporters to make a 

difference to help answer the enormous financial 

need in this sport.

VISION

The Foundation has not only established an 

Unrestricted Fund which will assist, by providing 

grants, in the development of rugby across the 

country, but it has also developed the concept 

of creating funds across Canada to aid specific 

projects and areas such as clubs, schools, 

universities, regions and scholarships. By doing 

this, rugby will grow at all levels and in the end 

these funds will aid in the growth of the game 

at the grass-roots level in all major centres from 

Coast to Coast. 

Whilst support organizations grow as the 

awareness of the sport of rugby in Canada 

grows, there are currently insufficient qualified 

coaches, referees, administrators and meaningful 

competitions within Canada dedicated to 

meeting the needs of the constituents of the 

sport of rugby in Canada. As well as helping 

nationally, these endowment funds will also 

provide grants and will develop more players in 

each region. Players will be better, more-skilled 

athletes, who will strengthen the game at all 

levels domestically. By having better rugby players 

at the regional levels, there will be a bigger and 

more talented pool of players for selectors to 

choose from at the National level. This pool will 

aid in Rugby Canada’s vision of putting all of our 

National Teams back into the top 10 in the world. 

The idea of the Foundation and, in particular, the 

Unrestricted Fund, is to plan for the future and 

provide a base of funding support for important 

programs. There are many rugby supporters who 

generously contribute to their clubs, schools, 

universities, regions and provincial unions. This 

support is fantastic but we also need to pool 

donations to enhance our financial capacity to 

advance Canada and the different regions.

If you have an idea for a new fund, please get 

in touch with us to discuss your idea; we would 

really like to hear from you.

cLUB FUNDS

Aurora Barbarians “Black Sheep” Fund

Balmy Beach RFC Fund

Brampton RFC “Sam Blair” Fund

Capilano RFC Fund

JBAA Mathers and Patrick Funds

Oak Bay Castaway-Wanderers Fund

UBCOB RFC “Ripper” Fund

University of Guelph Gryphons Fund

University of Western Ontario Men’s Rugby Fund

Velox Valhallians “Don Hemingway” Fund

Ancient Nor’Westers Athletic Association Fund

Montreal Irish Fund

Creating funds across Canada to aid specific projects and areas such as clubs, 
schools, universities, regions and even scholarships



Hong Kong Olympic 
Sevens Fund

In 2004 the first Hong Kong Sevens luncheon 

was held with the assistance of Randy Heward 

and several rugby enthusiasts in Hong Kong. 

The event has continued to grow in popularity 

and the funds used have been instrumental 

in supporting the growth and success of the 

Canadian Men’s Sevens program. Donations to 

this fund are used to create an endowment to 

support the sevens program and the goal is to 

ensure Canada’s continued success and entry into 

the 2016 Olympics.

CORE Fund

The CORE society is dedicated to support rugby 

in the Central Okanagan. CORE membership 

funds will be used to support development of 

the sevens infrastructure. The CORE group also 

administers the Courtney Walls Bursary Fund in 

honour of Courtney Walls. 

Courtenay Taaffe 
Memorial Scholarship

Presented by the Canadian Rugby Foundation

(in conjunction with the Charlton L. Smith 

Foundation and the Taaffe family)

Courtenay Taaffe was vibrant, determined, 

talented and dedicated; she had endless energy 

and enthusiasm for her passions in life, one of 

which was the sport of rugby.  This scholarship 

was created in 2005 to honour Courtenay’s rugby 

passion and life achievements.  The successful 

recipient will share some of the many qualities 

Courtenay did including a strong work ethic, 

both in the classroom and on the field, as well 

as an enthusiastic and determined personality.  

Major Funds and 
Scholarships

Since 2003, the Canadian Rugby Foundation has 

been active in the sport providing numerous 

grants to aid in the establishment of new rugby 

programs, clubs and ventures.  In addition, 

the Foundation has supported many students 

through scholarships and awards which allow 

them to achieve their academic goals while 

continuing to stay active in the sport.

CAPTAIN’S FUND

In the late 1990’s then Foundation executive 

director Aaron Abrams brought a proposal to 

the former Rugby Canada Captain, Mark Wyatt’s 

attention. With enthusiasm the proposal went 

from proof to print.

Designed to assist age-grade players in 

meeting the modern day demands of rugby, 

the Foundation adopted the Captain’s Fund as 

a vehicle to support young players striving to 

obtain the requisite experience to play at the 

highest level.

At its core, has been the Fund’s extensive support 

of Rugby Canada’s U20 program. The Fund has 

been an active participant and supporter of a 

variety of players, and teams to ensure both 

are not prevented from participation based on 

funding alone.

Due to its broad appeal and intent, the Captain’s 

Fund is, and continues to be, widely supported by 

the greater rugby community. Additionally, due in 

part to its name, the Fund has most of the former 

Captains participating.

and at many levels. Blessed with fine oratorical 

skills, legal judgment, an innate sense of wrong 

and right together with a complete lack of 

financial sense and generosity to all regardless of 

circumstances dictates that George is still working 

hard after 50 years at the bar.

George was born in Victoria. His father was an 

admiral and knew the value of discipline and 

hence George was sent to Brentwood College 

School at that time located in Mill Bay, he spent 1 

year at Brentwood, the rest at Lakefield in Ontario. 

George’s career at Brentwood ended when he 

blew up the toilet in the changing room by 

mixing chemicals and water which we are given 

to understand is why he became a lawyer and not 

a chemist.

George has spent the last 50 years defending 

individuals in Tax Court and bailing out rugby 

players from various situations and occasionally 

and sporadically billing clients strictly on Robin 

Hood principles. George’s scholarship is awarded 

to promising female rugby players attending 

college or university.

Thomas Family 
Scholarship

The Canadian Rugby Foundation has a number of 

scholarships and awards which have been named 

after deserving people in the rugby community 

who have made significant contributions to our 

game.  There is no family more deserving of this 

honour than the Thomas family.

The Thomas family originates from Morriston, a 

small town in Wales.  As a young engineer, Mr. 

Thomas decided to emigrate to Canada and 

She played hooker and flanker for UVic, James 

Bay, Crimson Tide and Team B.C.  She coached 

the JBAA junior women, the Vancouver Island 

Crimson Tide junior women, the Vancouver Island 

Japan Club team and the Stelly’s Secondary 

Queen Bees. Courtenay set a precedent for 

hard work and accomplishment in the sport of 

women’s rugby. Courtenay passed away at the 

age of 29 of a rare and aggressive lymphoma.

This scholarship is annually awarded to a female 

athlete who excels in rugby, academics and 

community service. It is open to 17-28 year old 

players/coaches/referees who are pursuing a 

full-time degree, diploma or certificate program 

at a Canadian university or college on Vancouver 

Island. Students commencing or continuing full-

time studies in the fall are eligible.

George F. Jones 
Scholarship

George Jones Q.C. is well known in both 

athletic and legal circles. His resume is lengthy 

and legendary and includes appearances 

and successes at virtually every court level, 

fundraising, coaching, refereeing in many sports 



became one of the pre-eminent miners in his 

Canadian newly adopted country.  He is, and 

always has been, very passionate about rugby.  

As a way of thanking the Thomas family for their 

extreme generosity to the Foundation and all of 

the various rugby projects they have supported 

over the years, the Foundation presents the 

Thomas  Family Scholarship to be distributed 

annually to a Canadian student playing the great 

game of rugby.

Other Scholarships

Gerald McGavin Coaching Award 
BC Rugby Union

John Jones Scholarship
Rugby Quebec

Courtney Walls Bursary Fund CORE
(Central Okanagan Rugby Enthusiasts)

Marina & Howard Gerwing Fund
Cowichan Valley

Colette McAuley Award
(National Women’s League)

STAND PROUD
FOR THE GLORY

OF THE GAME.


